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1 COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM 

1.1 Program Background 
 
The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) has created a 
Community Connectivity Program that focuses on improving the state’s 
transportation network for all users.  A major component of this program 
is conducting Road Safety Audits (RSAs) at selected locations.  An RSA is a 
formal safety assessment of the existing roadway.  It is a qualitative review 
by an independent team experienced in traffic, pedestrian, and bicycle 
operations and design that considers the safety of all road users and 
proactively assesses mitigation measures to improve the safe operation 
of the facility by reducing the potential crash risk frequency and/or 
severity. 
 
The RSA team includes CTDOT staff, municipal officials and staff, municipal 
police, local stakeholders, FHI Studio staff, and community leaders.  The 
RSA team is established for each municipality based on the requirements 
of the individual location.  They assess and review factors that can 
promote or obstruct safe walking and bicycling routes.  These factors 
include traffic volumes and speeds, topography, roadway geometrics, 
crash data, roadway inventory (i.e. signage, curbs, bicycle/pedestrian 
facilities, amenities, safety components), and sidewalks. 

Each RSA is conducted using RSA protocols published by the FHWA.  For 
details on this program, please refer to the CT Connectivity RSA site on the 
CTDOT webpage.   

 

 

Prior to the site visit, area topography, land use characteristics, 
intersection sight distance concerns, sidewalk locations, parking, and 
bicycle facilities are examined using available mapping and imagery. The 
site visit includes a “Pre-Audit” meeting, the “Field Audit” itself, and a “Post-
Audit” meeting to discuss the field observations and formulate 
recommendations.  This procedure and the summary results are 
discussed in the following sections. 
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1.2 Branford RSA Study Area and Location 
 
CTDOT sponsored an RSA for the Town of Branford in the Route 146 
(South Montowese Street and Sybil Avenue) area. The study area 
encompasses Route 146 between the Branford River and Limewood 
Avenue. Exhibit 1 shows the study area in context to the State of 
Connecticut, while Exhibit 2 shows the study area in further detail. 

Exhibit 1: Branford RSA Regional Location 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the RSA is to observe any safety concerns while discussing 
possible safety improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists travelling 
along the study area corridor. The study area serves many purposes 
including local residential access, restaurant and commercial business 
access, marina access, truck access to the sewage treatment plant, and 
pedestrian and bicyclist movement throughout the beach community. The 
Shoreline Greenway Trail also runs through the northern end of the study 
area at Tabor Drive. See Exhibit 3 for points of interest located along the 
corridor.  

Route 146 is a collector roadway that provides an east to west connection 
along the southern portions of Branford and Guilford. The study area has 
limited sidewalks and crosswalks and there are gaps in the pedestrian 
network. It lacks bicycle facilities.   

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) in the study area ranges between 3,100 vehicles 
per day at the southern end of the study area (Sybil Avenue, south of 
Linden Avenue) to about 7,200 - 9,400 vehicles per day in the middle of 
the study area in the commercial core depending on the season. As a 
seasonal destination, the study area experiences higher traffic volumes 
during summer months than it does in off-season, with traffic volumes 
being the highest in the late mid-week and Saturday during summer 
months.  Exhibit 4 displays daily traffic in the study area. The study area is 
intersected by seven roadway intersection that are controlled by stop 
signs. All intersections are signed as two-way stop control where Route 
146 does not stop, except the intersection with Indian Neck Road, which 
is all-way stop controlled. There are no signalized intersections in the 
study area. Route 146 is designated as a scenic roadway.  

 






















































